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 2015 Awards Presented
Congratulations to recipients of the 2015 Knights of Columbus Council 1580 Annual Awards. 

Choices for these awards are difficult as there are many members who do many great things for 
our council. They are as follows:

•Knight of the Year – Jerry Klostermann
•Senior Knight of the Year – Jerry Genteman
•Family of the Year – Ron and Rose Clarkin.
•Lady of the Year – Kathy Lohman
•Ladies Auxiliary Special Appreciation – Rose Clarkin and 

Gina Lipski
Receiving awards for their many years of dedicated service 

to our council include the following:
•Honorary Life Members – William Basler, Donald Johannes 

and Dennis Tabor.
•Honorary Members – Thomas Giger, Don Lohman, Bill 

Napper and Jerry Weber.
•50 Year Members – Cyril “Pete” Korte and Paul Musenbrock
•25 Year Members – Denis Bellm and Virgil Wilke
Thanks again to all for your “Yes” in serving the Knights of 

Columbus 1580
MAJOR DEGREE ANNOUNCEMNT – SAVE THE DATE

The Highland Knights of Columbus Council 1580 will be hosting a Major Degree on March 8. 
In addition to the 1st Degree, the 2nd and 3rd Degrees will be held. This is an excellent oppor-

tunity to become fully vested in the Knights of Columbus as you learn more about the principles 
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. Fathers ask your sons and Brothers ask your friends. Prayerfully 
consider joining this awesome fraternal organization!

Jingle Jazz All The Way!	 Photo by Bill Napper

Mater Dei Catholic High School’s Jazz Band performs for the Knights of 
Columbus’ Christmas Party at the Knights of Columbus banquet hall, as the 
Knights and their ladies take to the dance floor. (Inset) - Kevin Heim provided 
great music during dinner.

Christmas Party Highlights

Grand Knight Joe Wetmore 
thanks Father Scott Snider.

Grand Knight Joe Wetmore 
thanks Father Charles Edwards.

Grand Knight Joe Wetmore 
thanks Father David Peters

Grand Knight Joe Wetmore 
thanks Deacon Dave Bohnenstiehl

Grand Knight Joe Wetmore thanks 
Seminarian Rafal Pyrchla and 

(not pictured) Deacon Samuel Bagyo.

Hall 
Renovations 
Underway

Ralph Bruggemann, Derek 
Burns and Lee Trame (left pic) 
painting and (right pic) is Tom 
Omar. These Knights alosnd with 
Dave Gall and Larry Korte and 
several others are busy removing 
the old wallpaper and painting 
the border of the Knights of Co-
lumbus banquet hall recently.



Page 2								                Knight Times					     January 2015

Financial Secretary:  Martin Klostermann  	 Grand Knight: Joe Wetmore
	 Phone (618) 654-2453	 Phone (618) 803-8362     
	 Insurance Agent: Brent Knebel	 Editors: Herb Durbin, Chris Chalfant, Bill Napper 
	 Phone (618) 526-7991		  Ph. (618) 654-6754, (618) 882-4401 (618) 882-4932
Council Website:  www.highlandkc.org 	 Supreme Website: www.KofC.org

e-mail: knights@highlandkc.org

ATTENDANCE PRIZE
The name of Jim Meridith 

was drawn at the last meet-
ing.  Had he been present he 
would have received $330 
for attendance at the meeting.  
Next month’s prize will be 
$340. The prize increases by 
$10 each month until another 
member is present and wins.  

As the New Year begins, we all like to make New Year’s resolutions, 
some we make with no intention of following through, others we make 
and put little effort into achieving them.  I would ask that as you read this, 
stop and ask yourself “What have I done in the last year to help improve 
the Fourth Degree” or better yet, “what am I willing to do this year”.  As 
we recognize the “aging” of our Assembly steps have 
to be taken to bring young men from the 3rd Degree 
into our ranks.  This does not mean that the senior 
members walk away – we have a responsibility to 
see that the younger members succeed and feel proud 
to be a member.  Senior members have made the 
Assembly what it is today and have the knowledge 
and experience to mentor the younger members so 
that there will be continuity for years to come. If you have regalia, please 
consider helping out with the honor guard activities. 

EXEMPLICATION
All members of the 3rd degree have the opportunity to advance to the 

4th degree by attending the Exemplification to be held February 28th at 
Our Lady of Snows Shrine in Belleville.  A great opportunity with little 
travel involved.  Start making plans now to attend.  We have three mem-
bers already signed up to join the 4th Degree.  Why not you? 

______From The Editors______
Please send us your ideas, or articles by January 19th and it will appear in 

the next Newsletter.  You can email your article to knightshighland@gmail.com 
for inclusion in our Newsletter.Please check your parish bulletin for our cur-
rent newsletter or our website at http://www.highlandkc.org/kc/Newsletters.asp 
. To update your email, cell phone, Birthday, Anniversary, or postal address 
changes send us an email at knights@highlandkc.org.  If you use a cell phone 
as your primary phone service please let us know your number so we can 
update our records.  You can reach our website at www.highlandkc.org.  

Herb Durbin ,Chris Chalfant, Bill Napper - Newsletter Editors

4th DEGREE NEWSFAMILY OF 
THE MONTH

We have selected, as Decem-
ber’s Family of the Month, a 
Brother Knight and his Lady for 
their continual service and sup-
port to the Church, our Council 
and to our Community.

This Brother Knight and his 
Lady are active in every aspect 
of the Council and Auxiliary.  
He has volunteered his time at 
the Schweitzer Fest and coordi-
nated efforts at the game stands 
at the annual St Paul Kirchen-
fest.  He has also served as our 
Knights of Columbus Spelling 
Bee chairman.  He has provided 
great insight and has served as 
the Council’s Inside Guard.  
He was a hall manager until he 
recently accepted a position in 
the people transport field.

Our Family of the Month 
demonstrates their commitment 
to our Parish as a member of St 
Paul parish.  Their children at-
tend St Paul Elementary School.

It is with deep appreciation 
that we have selected Bob and 
Jennifer Douglas as our Family 
of the Month for December, 
2014.  Congratulations from 
Council 1580.

Senior Knight 
of the Month 
We have selected as De-

cember’s Senior Knight of the 
Month a Brother Knight for his 
support and service to Church, 
Council, and Community.

 This Brother Knight is a long 
time member of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

His name is synonymous 
with the Highland Knights of 

LADIES AUXILIARY 
INDOOR GARAGE SALE

The Annual Indoor Garage 
Sale is quickly approaching….
J a n u -
ary 15 
&  1 6 , 
2 0 1 5 .  
A l l 
m e m -
b e r s 
are asked to donate unwanted 
items such as holiday décor, 
glassware, books, linens and 
household items.  

And don’t forget to go 
through any “guy” stuff you 
might have…..tools, sports 
gear, etc.  Unfortunately, we are 
unable to accept clothing….just 
don’t have the space!

Items may be dropped off at 
the Hall from 8 a.m.-Noon be-
ginning Monday, January 12th.   

 Ladies will start pricing 
items during Bingo on Wed., 
January 14th so donations will 
be accepted then, also.

The Knights will have a 
lunch stand available during the 
2 day sale.  

Auxiliary members are asked 
to bring goodies for a Bake Sale.

MARK YOUR CALEN-
DARS FOR THIS FUN (and 
profitable) EVENT!!

OUR CONDOLENCES
To Brother Knight Bruce Bellm 
on the loss of his mother-in-law, Marianna Rutz.
To Brother Knight Phillip Zampogna and especially his 

wife Mary on the loss of her father, Julian Armbruster.
To Brother Knight William Basler and especially his 

wife Marge on the loss of her brother, Julian Armbruster.
To Sir Knight Ronald Clarkin 
on the loss of his brother-in-law, Julian Armbruster.
To Brother Knight Donnie Eddy 
on the loss of his father, Donnie Eddy.
To Brother Knight Paul Kustermann and especially his 

wife, on the loss of her brother, Kenneth Lienemann.

January Birthdays
  1 - Cory Frey
  1 - Kevin Goring
  1 - Marion Hemann
  1 - Linda (Linus) Marti
  1 - Andrew Schrage
  1 - Mark Voegele
  2 - Lucille (Thomas) Henrichs
  3 - Joe Dant
  3 - Lillian Kerin
  3 - Ethel (Larry) Korte
  3 - Laura (Daniel) Levad
  3 - Ruth Sedlacek
  4 - John Etter
  4 - Michelle (Steven) Ficker
  4 - Edwin Frisse
  4 - Hollie Willmann
  5 - Tracy (Gary) Frey
  5 - Philip Hereford
  5 - Wilma Kamper
  5 - Claudette La France
  5 - Leona (Roy) Marti
  5 - Mark Perkins
  5 - Stephen Roeper
  6 - Philip Klostermann
  6 - Shirley (Ronald) Massey
  6 - Ann St. Cin
  7 - Michael Ammann
  7 - Margie (William) Duncan
  7 - Ely Hadowsky
  7 - Ryan Henrichs
  7 - Carol Klaus
  7 - Trisha (Kent) Korte
  7 - Paul Kustermann
  7 - Michelle (Frank) Nation
  8 - Richard Boeser
  8 - David Korte
  8 - Timothy Korte
  8 - Steve Ribbing
  8 - Mark Voss   8 - Vernell Wellen
  9 - Richard Sanvi
  9 - Linda (Herbert) Tebbe
10 - Madonna (Edward) Fischer
10 - Michael Jacober
10 - Linda (Henry) Jaeger
10 - Daniel Kapp
10 - Robert Quade
10 - Barbara (Larry) Weiss
10 - Linda (Morris) Zobrist
11 - Donna (Thomas) Ahlmeyer
11 - Edward Gagen
11 - James Haberer
11 - William Twyford
11 - Kim (Timothy) Vincent
12 - Kenneth Heimann
12 - Orville Landmann
12 - Shirley (Herbert) Weis
12 - Lee Wellen
13 - Steven Brendel
13 - Norma Hotz
13 - David Long
13 - Lee Rinderer
13 - Chad Wolters
14 - Ceil (Steven) Kloss

14 - Connie (Marvin) Potthast
14 - Sandy (Stephen) Prusa
14 - Raymond Werner
15 - Betty Hodapp
15 - Lois (Wayne) Moore
15 - Laurie (Mark) Shimer
16 - Derek Kloss
17 - Andrew Abendroth
17 - Mark Korte
17 - Orville Voegele
18 - Bruce Capelle
18 - Dorothy (Herbert) Durbin
18 - Steven Ficker
18 - Laurie (Keith) Frank	 18 - Ja-
cob Gutzler
19 - Erin (Aaron) Hopfinger
20 - Kathy (Kenneth) Klostermann
21 - Kenneth Klostermann
21 - Ethel (Francis) Poettker
22 - Michael Carroll
22 - Nicholas Hanna
22 - Christina (Patrick) Maguire
22 - Wilbert Mersinger
23 - Joseph Jacober
23 - Jerry Sugg
23 - Virgil Wilke
24 - Duane Gilomen
24 - Julie (Robert) Hammer
25 - Randy Dickman
25 - Robert Wessel
26 - Michael Capelle
26 - Clarence Frey
26 - Patrick Maguire
26 - Kurt Schriewer
26 - Melissa (Bill) Zobrist
27 - Tim Korte
27 - Joan (Terrance) Riffel
27 - Gerald Thole
28 - Kathleen (Larry) Essenpreis
28 - Kenneth Klaus
28 - Frank Prusa
29 - Edward Barth
29 - Jane (Cyril) Korte
30 - Matthew Bochantin
30 - Mary (Ralph) Bruggemann
30 - Elvina (John) Gantner
30 - Scott Geest
30 - Marcy (Thomas) Koch
30 - Bobbie (David) Melosi
30 - Warren Walter
30 - Arthur Warnecke
31 - Maureen (William) Napper

January Anniversaries
  3 - Robert & Gloria Schwarz
  5 - Don & Terry Mccall
  5 - Edwin & Ann Plocher
  8 - Edwin & Cheryl Haselhorst	
  9 - Gary & Laurie Todt
14 - Daniel & Dilnawaz Stack
16 - David & Ruth Korte
23 - Wayne & Debra Keeven	 24 - Clar-
ence & Ruth Korte
27 - James & Lori Gutzler
28 - Richard & Connie Sanvi

Columbus. He is the “go-to guy” 
whenever anything is needed – 
from the kitchen to the supplies 
behind the bar.

He has chaired numerous 
Fish Fry’s throughout the years. 
He has worked many, events 
– far too many to count. From 
weddings, to Cosmic Bingo he 
can always be counted on to 
assist whenever needed.

He works Schweizerfest, 
Sausage Dinner, and Chicken 
Dinner and participates in the 
Living Rosary. He is also often 
found on his knees in front of 
the Blessed Sacraments at the 
Adoration Chapel.

He continues to chair the 
Madison County Fair and the 
Tootsie Roll Fundraiser and he 
calls BINGO week after week. 

He is a member of the 4th 
Degree Assembly, the Recorder 
and also finds time to write our 
monthly “Hat’s Off” column in 
the Knight Times Newsletter.

 It is with great appreciation 
that we have selected Dave Gall 
as December’s Senior Knight 
of the Month. Congratulations 
from Council 1580.

KNIGHT OF 
THE MONTH

Kirchenfest, bingos, fish 
frys, Madison County Fair, Sch-
weizerfest are just a few of the 
many projects that the Highland 
Knights of Columbus takes part 
in and in order for those projects 
to be accomplished, the Knights 
of Columbus must have people 
upon whom they can depend.

One of those people has been 
selected and we have named 
him as the Knight of the Month 
for December. He can be called 

upon and he gladly contributes 
his time and talents to support 
the Church, community, and our 
Council.

This Brother Knight has 
worked a tremendous amount of 
hours over the years at the bin-
gos, Kirchenfest, fish fry’s, and 
each year he braves the heat by 
working at the Madison County 
Fair. Volunteerism has been 
a way of life for this Brother 
Knight. He started volunteering 
when he was young, when he 
signed up to be a member of 
the National Guard. He contin-
ues to volunteer. He answers 
the call, and steps up each and 
every time he is needed by the 
Council. 

It is with great appreciation 
that we have selected as our De-
cember’s Knight of the Month, 
Brother Knight Mike Carroll. 
Congratulations from Council 
1580.

Remember you must be pres-
ent at the meeting to be able 
to win. 

The membership number 
in the last newsletter be-
longed to Robert Hellige.  
The number was located in 
the Special 2658102 BIN-
GO article. Had he been 
at the meeting and told the 
Grand Knight that it was his 

membership number in the 
newsletter, he would have 
won $50.

Look for your member-
ship number inserted in this 
month’s Newsletter, show up 
at the next month’s meeting 
and identify yourself to the 
Grand Knight that you are the 
holder of that membership 
number and win $50.

Look for your membership number inserted in  Newsletter
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Did you know that the Order can help secure your business too? 

Message From Grand Knight

A Magnitude of Gratitude
This month’s message is about gratitude. It would be tough to 

measure the tremendous amount of gratitude that I have for the 
members of Knights of Columbus 
Council 1580. It is hard to believe 
that six months have gone by since 
becoming your Grand Knight. I do 
not remember a time in my life that 
I have been busier; however, I must 
tell you that it is truly rewarding. Sev-
eral fund raising events and spiritual 
programs have come and gone and 
I would like to thank all members 
who have volunteered their time and 
resources to assure that operations 
ran smoothly and outcomes were positive.

On December 13th, we held our annual Christmas Party. I offer 
many thanks to Kevin Heim who entertained attendees during the 
first half of the evening. After dinner the 2015 annual awards were 
presented. Then the Mater Dei High School Jazz Combo hit the 
stage, led by first year music instructor Blake Korte. Accompanied 
by Mr. Korte, these students ripped through a set featuring a mix-
ture of ‘old time’ jazz and Christmas tunes delivered with refined 
improvisational skills exhibited by each musician. What a treat for 
all who were there. We hope to see them come back again soon! I 
would also like to take this opportunity to thank the many people 
who helped out with the Christmas Party this year from decorat-
ing the hall to preparing the food. Set-up included Rose Keppler, 
Trisha Korte, Pat Korte, Judy Shannon, Kyle Klostermann, Janet 
Wetmore, Derek Burns, Dave Gall and Martin Klostermann. Food 
prep included Gary Dueser, Larry Widman, Barb Toussaint, and 
the Kloss’s – Russ, Chelsey, Alisha, Jacob, Dylan and Diane. Also, 
many thanks to the Ladies Auxiliary for serving deserts and to the 
Squires Circle and St. Paul Confirmands for monitoring the coat 
room. *** Please note that all tip monies received by the Squires 
Circle and St. Paul Confirmands were donated to the Right to Life 
campaign. Special thanks to committee members Lee Trame, Jerry 
Klostermann and Janice Abbott for their ideas as well.

There is no end to the opportunities for members to serve our 
council. Included in this month’s newsletter is the workers list for 
the annual chicken dinner on Jan. 25th. We will be serving from 
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. If you do not see your name on the list, 
please consider coming out to help anyway. We can always use 
an extra hand.

This year the Annual Bishop’s Dinner Fundraiser will be held 
on Sunday, February 15th, 2015. The event begins just after the 
11:30 a.m. Mass which will be celebrated by His Excellency Bishop 
Thomas John Paprocki. The dinner will begin at 1:00 p.m. followed 
by a short program. Letters will be sent out very soon regarding 
donation information.

I would like to take this opportunity to give special thanks to 
Brother Knights Herb Durbin and Bill Napper for all they do in 
making this newsletter one of the finest I’ve seen. The task of col-
lecting the many informative articles and pictures and creatively 
presenting them to the members and public is very time consuming. 
If any of you have information or articles you would like presented, 
please do not hesitate to submit your ideas. Also, when you see 
these Brother Knights offer them a ‘magnitude of gratitude’ as well!

I would like to wish all of you a very happy and prosperous 
new year filled with the comforts of peace, love and joy…..and 
good health!

Joe Wetmore, Grand Knight

You already know that the 
Knight of Columbus is here for 
all your personal and family 
financial protection needs, but 
did you know that the Order can 

help secure your business too? 
As your Knights of Colum-

bus field agent, I can help you 
protect the continuity of your 
business for years to come. 

Business insurance is the 
term used in the insurance 
industry to describe the use of 
life insurance and disability in-
come insurance to solve certain 

financial needs of businesses 
and their owners. The products 
offered through the Order can 
cover many needs, such as: 

• Economic loss to the busi-
ness when a key employee dies 

• Disposition of a business 
owner’s interest upon death 
or other separation from the 
business

If you’ve worked hard to 
establish a business, you owe 
it to yourself and your family 

to learn about the opportunities 
that the Knights of Columbus 
can offer. 

With protection for the fam-
ily, the business, the farm, 
retirement, long term care and 
disability coverage, the Knight 
of Columbus truly is your shield 
for all the elements of your life. 

Brent Knebel, FICF 
(618)401-7354 
Brent.Knebel@kofc.org
niemyeragency.org
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Ladies Auxiliary News
Happy New Year 2015! I hope you 

enjoyed a blessed Christmas reflecting on 
the hope that the newborn King promises 
all of us.

The Auxiliary Indoor Garage Sale is 
January 15th & 16th.  If you have any 
items you would like to donate to a new 
home, please bring them to the KC Hall 
any morning or the evening of January 
14th and the ladies will price them for the 
Auxiliary booth. Or if you would like to 
rent a table for yourself, please contact 
Kaye Plocher @ 618-791-1156 to make 
arrangements.  

Please buy or sell your quilt raffle tick-
ets before January 25th. This is one of the 
auxiliary’s biggest fundraisers and needs 
everyone’s support.  Also bring your pies 
or other desserts for the Knights’ Chicken 
Dinner on January 25th.  We don’t want 
to run out of sweets to top off that deli-
cious dinner!
Bingo pie providers for upcoming months 
are: 
Jan. 7th      Pat Korte 
Jan. 14th      Trish Korte
Jan. 21st    Juliana Linenfelser   
Jan. 28th     Pam Higgins
Feb. 4th     Marge Holshouser     
Feb. 11th      Mary L. Meridith
Feb. 18th    Kathy Lohman           
Feb. 25th     Deb Wick   

I know it can get cold in these winter 
months but I invite you to come out and 
get warmed by friendship and fellowship, 
dessert and coffee at our monthly meet-
ings on the 1st Tuesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. 

Memo From 
The Financial Secretary

Happy New Year! With the New Year, 
it is time to pay your 2015 dues. State-
ments were mailed earlier in December.

You can pay your dues at the hall any 
day from 8 am to noon or during our 
Special Bingo, December 31st, or the 
Chicken Dinner, January 25th. You can 
also mail your dues to: 
Martin Klostermann, F.S.
90 Meadowlark Lane, Highland, IL 
62249

Regular members are $30.00 per year, 
Fourth Degree dues are an additional 

$8.00, 
Honorary Members pay $10.00 per 

year,
Honorary Life Members pay no dues.

Special Guest					     Photo by Bill Napper
Kenny Klaus, a Highland Knight,  gets a pat on the head from Ralph Bruggemann as Santa and the Knight Time Singers spread the joy of Christmas through song at Faith 
Countryside Apartments recently.

Faith Countryside 
Nursing Home

Highland 
Home


