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Thank You	 The Pioneer/ By Bill Napper

Grand Knight of Council 1580, Joe Wetmore (left) and Most Reverend Thomas John 
Paprocki.

The Lenten Fish Frys Are Underway; 
Should Be Placed On Everyone’s Calender

The Lenten Fish Frys are underway and proving very successful. 
The Knights still are in need of some team leaders for several of the shifts. 

Shifts needing to be filled are as follows:
February 27, March 13, March 20, March 27, and April 3.
To provide patrons with great service, 8 to 10 workers are needed per 

team. Please contact Joe Wetmore at (618) 803-8362 if you are interested in 
forming a team. If you are not part of a team, I encourage you to come out 
for our fried and baked cod dinners. 

Our fryers can guarantee you will receive a very delicious meal. New this 
year is a homemade potato and cheese casserole dish that is sure to please.

Catholic Men’s Prayer Breakfast Set For March 28
The Annual Catholic Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 

March 28, at St Elizabeth Church, 2300 Pontoon Rd, Granite City, IL 62040.  
Mass will be with Bishop Paprocki at 8 a.m.  
The Guest Speaker will be Father Chris Comerford, the Catholic Chaplain 

for the St Louis Cardinals.  
Zip Rzeppa will serve as Master of Ceremonies. Cost is $15.00 per person. 
Seating is limited so please register early.  Please contact Lowell Wellen 

at (618) 654-7147 for advance reservations.

by Bill Napper
Highland - The Highland Knights 

of Columbus are very active as they con-
tinue their quest to support activities such 
as Respect For Life, the Newman Fund, 
and the vocations of seminarians, sisters, 
those seeking vocation of religious life 
and priests.

St. Paul Parish  and the Knights of 
Columbus Council 1580 welcomed Most 
Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, Bishop 
of the Springfield Diocese, to Highland. 
Sunday, Feb. 15.

Bishop Paprocki celebrated Mass at 
St. Paul and afterward, approximately 
125 members of the Knights of Colum-
bus Council 1580, the Highland Commu-
nity, and several members of the clergy 
gathered at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
for the annual fundraiser luncheon and a 
program. 

Grand Knight of Council 1580, Joe 
Wetmore presented 24 seminarians and 
religious, a $500 check for each of them 
as well as an additional check for $2,500 
to the Springfield Diocese Office of Vo-
cations. This supporting check was on 
behalf of KC members and the Highland 

Highland Knights of Columbus Support 
Newman, Vocations, Prolife Activities 

community. 
Additionally, $2,000 was donated by 

the Madison County Bowl for Charity to 
be put toward seminarian education.

Featured speakers talked about voca-
tions, Newman campus ministries, and 
Pro-Life Activities. 

Speakers included: Rev. Brian C. Al-
ford, Ron Ziemba, PSD on Vocations Ac-
tivities, Sister Jane Boos on Respect for 
Life, Larry Theriault on Right To Life, 
Newman Chairman Jim Coglianese, Don 
Lohman , Council 1580 Church Director 
on gratitude.

For the work of supporting Right To 
Life, Sister Boos exclaimed “Thank You, 
Thank You, Thank You!”

The keynote speaker was Bishop Pa-
procki who said that all of the programs 
may be seen as separate, but are actually 
connected. He added that all of the work 
that is being done by many were “con-
necting the dots and that “the kids are 
open to the faith and to serving” because 
of all of these activities

Vocations are indeed alive and well in 
Highland and the Springfield Diocese!
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Congratulations to Danny Higgins, Bob Schwarz Sr., and Sam 
Schwarztrauber on their induction into the Fourth 
Degree on February 28, 2015 at the Lady of the 
Snows Exemplification.  

Rev Samuel Bagyo also became a Fourth Degree 
member this month in a separate ceremony.

A special thank you to all of the 4th Degree mem-
bers that were able to participate in the Boy Scout 
mass and the Bishop’s Mass this month.

4th DEGREE NEWS

FAMILY OF 
THE MONTH
The Family of the Month 

for February is award-
ed to a Brother Knight, and 
his Lady for their continuous 
service and support to St. Paul 
Church, our Council and the 
Highland community.

Our Brother Knight and his 
Lady contribute time and time 
again to the Council and com-
munity through their work as 
Hall co-managers once a week. 
They worked most recently 
at the chicken dinner helping 
customers with desserts and 
selling tickets. They assist in 
the Highland Area Christian 
Service Ministry with pickup 
and delivery of donations from 
Walmart to the ‘Feed America’ 
program, as well as working at 
the pantry itself. He assists with 
the chicken frying efforts for 
the Council which provides a 
source of funds for the Knights 
of Columbus Charities. She pro-
vides pies and assistance to the 
Ladies Auxiliary.  He recently 
completed two 3-year terms 
as a member of the Columbus 
Club Board where he served as 
President for two years.

Our Family of the Month, 
as members of St Paul parish, 
raised their 3 children to be-
come devout and contributing 
members of communities in 
their own right.  They faithfully 
attend services at Immaculate 
Conception with their son & 
daughter-in-law.

It is with deep appreciation 
that we have selected Ron and 
Julie Linenfelser as February’s 
Family of the Month, 2015.  
Congratulations, Ron and Julie 
from Council 1580.

March Birthdays
  1 - Diane (Glenn) Hoyt
  1 - Robert Luitjohan
  1 - Linus Marti
  1 - Myron Potthast
  1 - Verneda Rowe
  2 - James Chandarlis
  2 - Debra (Alan) Drury
  2 - Daniel Jacober
  2 - Justin Troxell
  3 - Mark Frey
  3 - Donna (Jeffrey) 
       Goestenkors
  3 - Dennis Higgins
  3 - Agnes (Vernell) Wellen
  4 - Diane (Richard) Boeser
  4 - Mark Stephens  
  5 - Paul West
  6 - Gary Gacevich
  6 - Rocco Gonzalez
  6 - Patricia Imming
  6 - Gerald Korte
  6 - Connie (Brian) Ruffini
  6 - Steve Skaggs
  6 - Jacob Troxell
  7 - Crista (Phillip) Decker
  7 - Linda (Paul) Dunker
  7 - Severin Emig
  7 - Loretta Frey
 7 - Nancy (Russell) Rieke Sr.
  7 - Randall Malawy
  7 - Kyle Troxell
  8 - James Campbell
  8 - Trent Gnaedinger
  8 - Ty Renko
  8 - Sue (William) Wilson
  9 - Patti (Blake) Kohlbrecher
  9 - Brian Ruffini
  9 - Mary (Kenneth) Rutz
10 - Arthur Schulte	
10 - Michael Wetzel
11 - Dean Grapperhaus
11 - Martin Klostermann
11 - Travis Wellen
11-Connie (Raymond) 
     Werner
11 – Kevin Zeisset
12 - Don Mccall
12 - Gerald Rehkemper
12-Margaret (Gerald) 
      Steinkoenig
13 - Harold Klaus
13 - Kristen (Bradley) 
        Koehnemann
13 - Karen (Jerome) Kuhl
13 - Stanley Wessel
14 - Todd Korte
14 - James Vidmar
14 - Lucy (Lee) Wellen
15 - Matthew Dermody
15 - Jared Gilomen
15 - Steven Kloss
15 - Randy Luitjohan
16 - Rev Samuel Bagyo
16 - Susan (Kevin) Heim
16 - Debra (Wayne) Keeven
17 - Alan Drury

17 - Rev. Pat Jakel
17 - Raymond Korte
17 - Jill (Bradley) Sauls
18 - Marie (Daniel) Grandame
18 - Mary (James) Haberer
18 - Thomas Hoffmann
18 - Robert Lemp
18 - Jill (Anthony) Sinnock
18 - Robert Vance
19 - Michael Gilomen
19 - Howard Held
19 - Terrance Moore
19 - Debbie (Robert) Trost
19 - Randy Von Hatten	
20 -Lori (Michael) Baumgartner
20 - Brent Knebel
21 - Rick Frey
21 - Barbara (David) 
        Kampwerth
21 - Jim Stukenberg
22 - Connor Barr
22 - Justin Robitsch
23 - Mike Dapkus
23 - Julie (Severin) Emig
23 - Chad Klostermann
23 - David Melosi
23 - Randy Riggs
24 - William Duncan
24 - James Griesbaum
24 - William Gleason
24 - Scott Stahlhut
24 - Clarene (Hollie) Willmann
25 - Leonard Thole
25 - Douglas Thurnau
25 - Bobbi (Chad) Wernle
26 - Fran (Robert) Heiman
26 - Karin (Ronald) Zbinden
27 - Mary (Michael) Carroll
27 - Eric Gubera
27 - Daniel Neier
28 - Theresa (Randy) Dickman
28 - Troby (Edward) Gagen
28 - Bradley Koehnemann
28 - Michael Lengermann
28 - Carol Wieduwilt
29 - Timothy Singler
29 - Danny Mc Cloud
29 - Scott Wick
30 - Vicky (Brian) Buehne
30 - Rosemary (Neal) Rieke Jr.
31 - Gerri (Bruce) Johnson
31 - Jeremy Wildhaber

March Anniversaries
  1 - Jeffrey & 
        Angela Marie Smart
  2 - John & Lynn Todt
  2 - Donald & Tonie Speraneo
  7 - Keith & Laurie Frank
13 - Anthony & Susi Tebbe	
13 - Phil & Diane Krydynski
14 - Daniel & Lu Ann Halloran
20 - Gary & Tracy Frey
21 - Robert & Debbie Trost
23 - Vernell & Agnes Wellen	
24 - Dale & Shirley Wellen
24 - Denis & Shirley Bellm
31 - Steven & Michelle Ficker

Senior 
Knight of 

the Month 
We have selected as Feb-

ruary‘s  Senior Knight 
of the Month a Brother Knight 
for his support and service to 
Church, Council, and Commu-
nity.
This brother knight has been 
a long time member of the 
Knights of Columbus. 

He has contributed his time 
and talents by assisting with sev-
eral maintenance and decorating 
projects for us here at the hall. 
He is always available to help 
the council when called upon.

It is with great appreciation 
that we have selected Bob Rapp 
as February‘s Senior Knight 
of the Month. Congratulations 
from Council 1580.

KNIGHT OF 
THE MONTH
We have selected as Feb-

ruary‘s Knight of the 
Month, a Brother Knight who 
continues to provide service 
and support to the Church, the 
Community and our Knights of 
Columbus Council.

You can find this Brother 
Knight working at many of the 
Council’s sponsored events 
throughout the year. 

He participates routinely at 
the St. Paul Parish Kirchenfest 
and has recently worked the 
annual Knights of Columbus 
Chicken Dinner where his assis-
tance was greatly appreciated in 
the kitchen. Our Brother Knight 
provides transportation for res-
idents of the Faith Countryside 
Community to and from church 
on a weekly basis.  He is always 
there to help out when called 
upon.

His most recent project in-
cluded supplying the labor 
needed to resurface the floor in 
the bar. 

Our Brother and his team 
installed the beautiful hardwood 
surface now being enjoyed by 
patrons. 

It is with deep appreciation 
that we have selected Mike Noe 
as our Knight of the Month for 
February 2015.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Looking For 
Fulfillment?
Are you looking to get 

involved with your church, 
but you don’t know where 
to begin?

Why not consider joining 
the Knights of Columbus?

This has been a wonderful 
and successful organization 
since Father Michael J. Mc-
Givney, assistant pastor of 
St. Mary’s Church in New 
Haven and some of his pa-
rishioners, formed the KCs 
on March 29, 1882

Even today, the Order is 
still true to its founding prin-
ciples of charity, unity and 
fraternity.

The Knights were formed 
to provide financial assis-
tance to its members and 
their families. Because of the 
foresight of Father Michael 
J. McGivney, the Knights of 
Columbus has become the 
world’s foremost Catholic 
fraternal benefit society. 

The Knights of Columbus 
has grown from several mem-
bers in one council to more 
than 14,000 councils and 1.8 
million members throughout 
the United States, Canada, 
the Philippines, Mexico, Po-
land, the Dominican Repub-
lic, Puerto Rico, Panama, the 
Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, 
Cuba, Guatemala, Guam and 
Saipan.

You can become a member 
of this worldwide organi-
zation, and find fulfillment 
here at KC Council #1580. 
Contact any KC member.

OUR CONDOLENCES
To Dorothy Flaiz on the loss of her husband, Brother Knight 

Arthur Flaiz.
To Brother Knights Nelson and Kenny Kapp on the loss of 

their brother and father respectively, Clarence Kapp.
To Sir Knight James Voss on the loss of his brother, Don Voss,
To Connie Werner on the loss of her husband, Brother Knight 

Raymond Werner.
To Brother Knight Garry Werner and  Thomas Zobrist and es-

pecially his wife Deb on the loss of their father, Raymond Werner. 
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Ask Eligible Men To Join Knights of Columbus

______From The Editors______
Please send us your ideas, or articles by March 18th and it will 

appear in the next Newsletter.  We will accept a disc or email if 
that is more convenient.

We have changed the process of getting the newsletter to you.  
Please check your parish bulletin or the back of your church for 
our current newsletter.  The Newsletter is also available online at 
http://www.highlandkc.org/kc/Newsletters.asp . 

Please update us with your new email, cell phone, or postal 
address changes.  If you use a cell phone as your primary phone ser-
vice please let us know your number so we can update our records.  
Please call the hall at 654-9049 and advise your phone number.  

If you have an email address send an e-mail to our email address 
knights@highlandkc.org  so we can add your address to our e-mail 
listing.  You can reach our website at www.highlandkc.org.  

Bill Napper Herb Durbin, Chris Chalfant
Newsletter Editors

Message From Grand Knight
Vocations Are Alive, Well At 
St. Paul, KC Council 1580

Ask Eligible Men to Join
Today, I want to address the 

growth of the Order. Mem-
bership growth is the fuel that 
keeps this great fraternal engine 
running. All of our charitable 
works at the council, state, 
national and international level 
are thanks to our hard-working 
members. And more members 
equals more charity.

We know that the member-
ship blitz is a tried and true way 
for councils to get more men 

to join. We see these pushes 
often in March, in celebration 
of Founder’s Day, and again 
in October. These drives are 
successful because brother 
Knights have increased visibili-
ty speaking or presenting during 
and after Masses and at special 
events. We must remember that 
we have a duty to ask each and 
every Catholic gentleman to 
join our ranks for the good of 
the Church, the community and 
the Order. 

During the rest of the year, 
we often “forget” to ask men to 
join and to bring their families 
into the Knights of Columbus 
family. You probably know an 
eligible Catholic man you could 
ask today. What if the only rea-
son he hasn’t joined is because 
no one has asked him yet? 

When telling a prospect about 
the strengths of the Order, don’t 
forget our greatest fraternal 
benefit: our insurance program. 
This is often a “selling point” to 

a potential member who is on 
the fence. Many members be-
come Knights simply to be able 
to buy coverage to protect their 
family. Soon after, they realize 
the good our charitable works 
do for their community, and 
they are proud to be members. 

As your professional Knights 

of Columbus insurance agent, 
I look forward to helping us 
grow in fraternity in any way 
that I can. 

Brent Knebel, FICF 
(618)401-7354 
Brent.Knebel@kofc.org
http://niemeyeragency.org

Nominations To Be Taken 
To Fill Chancellor  Position

This article is being written as notification that the position of 
Chancellor is currently vacant and needs to be filled. 

Notice is hereby being given that the position of Chancellor will 
be filled by a majority vote at our next business meeting scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10th, 2015. 

Please note that we will be taking nominations from the floor 
for the Chancellor position and then voting will take place for 
the position. Nominations for any vacancy resulting from the 
Chancellor’s position being filled will be taken from the floor and 
subsequently voted upon immediately following the Chancellor 
position being filled.

Vocations were certainly alive and well on February 15th! We 
enjoyed great attendance for the annual Bishops Dinner fundraiser 
this year including many clergy, state 
officers, and members from our coun-
cil. Also, Springfield Diocesan Semi-
narian Wayne Stock was on hand, and 
on behalf of his fellow classmates ex-
pressed gratitude for all of the prayers 
and donations. Speakers touched upon 
topics including Vocations, Newman 
Campus Ministries and Pro-Life ac-
tivities. Most Reverend Thomas John 
Paprocki spoke about all three worthy 
endeavors and expressed his gratitude as well. I would like to thank 
everyone who participated in making this years’ event the success 
that it was. I would also like to give a special thank you to Chris 
Forys and Collin Korte for manning the coat room. These fine 
young catholic men received tips for their efforts and then donated 
100 percent of the monies to Pro-Life activities!

One of the most important events that we have in the month of 
March is our Major Degree scheduled for March 8th. If our council 
is to continue to grow, we must all make a very diligent effort to 
recruit new members. This is a golden opportunity to become fully 
vested in our order within the course of one afternoon. As members 
of the Knights of Columbus we are guided by our faith in God, 
the Catholic Church and our belief in each other and ourselves. 
Together with these principles and hard work, our accomplishments 
can be limitless. Ask a brother, friend, son or grandson today if 
they would like to participate in serving as a 02418866 member 
of the Knights of Columbus. Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. and 
the First Degree begins at 1:00 p.m. All 1st Degree members are 
also invited to join the 2nd & 3rd Degrees at this time as well. The 
2nd Degree begins at 2:00 p.m. All participants and members of 
their families are invited to join us for a meal after the 3rd Degree 
at approx. 5:00 p.m.

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for March 29th at 1:00 
p.m. weather permitting. Relatives of K of C members who are 9 
years of age and younger are invited to participate. Members who 
are available to help in the preparation of the hunt can call Jan 
Abbott at (217)474-5945.

As we reflect upon this season of Lent through penance, alms-
giving, abstinence and fasting, let us remember Christ’s ultimate 
sacrifice and resurrection. Alleluia!

Happy Easter,
Joe Wetmore, Grand Knight

Attendance Prize Will Be $250
The name of Eric Kurkowski was drawn at the last meeting.  

Had he been present he would have received $250 for attendance 
at the meeting.  Next month’s prize will be $250.  Remember you 
must be present at the meeting to be able to win. 

The membership number in the last newsletter belonged to Steve 
Gall.  The number was located in the Major Degree article.  Had 
he been at the meeting and told the Grand Knight that it was his 
membership number in the newsletter, he would have won $50. 

Look for your membership number inserted in this month’s 
Newsletter, show up at the next month’s meeting and identify 
yourself to the Grand Knight that you are the holder of that mem-
bership number and win $50.

Knights Have Perfect Venue
HIGHLAND - Whether you have 75 or 500 people coming to 

your party, the Knights of Columbus has the perfect place to hold 
your event. Their banquet center located at 12454  Highway 143, 
just across from Wal-Mart has a great dance floor, a full kitchen 
and bar, and spacious bathrooms.

It’s the perfect place to hold wedding receptions, an organized 
event, a concert, or conference. Call 618-654-9049 for details!

KCs are strong, 
have been protecting 
members since 1882

The Knights of Columbus is 
a fraternal benefit society that 
is strong, secure and stable. 
Members can be confident that 
we’ll be here when you need 
us. We’ve been successfully 
protecting families since 1882, 
and our outlook remains bright.

Don’t just take our word for 
it. There is no more highly rated 
insurer in North America than 
the Knights of Columbus. A.M. 
Best has bestowed on us their 
highest rating (A++, Superior) 
for 37 consecutive years.

Remember, in 2012, the 
Knights of Columbus gave more 
than $155 million to Catholic 
and other charitable causes. In 
these uncertain times, find com-
fort in an organization that leads 
the way in doing good for others 
while doing good for our own.

We are secure
Since 1882, we have been 

committed to protecting the 
financial futures of our Knights 
and their families. We do this by 
paying claims and dividends to 
our insured members. In 2012, 
we paid well over $487 million 
in death claims and other bene-
fits, and more than $349 million 
in dividends to our policyhold-
ers. Even more impressive is the 
fact that in the past decade, the 
Knights of Columbus paid more 
than $3.4 billion in dividends to 
insured members.

We are stable
Prudent leadership and man-

agement has led to the rapid 
growth of our assets, providing 
an adequate foundation for 
our member’s protection, and 
securing our obligations to our 
insured and their beneficiaries. 
Also, because we are a frater-
nal benefit society, we have no 
stockholders. 

Our owners are our members 
and we return our good fortune 
in the form of dividends to our 
policyholders.

The Knights of Columbus  
website has many valuable 
articles to assist members here 
is just one. Please check out  
http://www.kofc.org.

HATS OFF
To Brother Knight Mike Noe for being selected Knight of the Month
To the Bother Knight Ron & Julie 

Linenfelser for being selected as the 
Family of the Month

To Brother Knight Bob Rapp for 
being selected as the Senior Knight of 
the Month

To all Members and Ladies of Council 1580 for their assistance with 
the fish dinners

To all Members & Families of Council 1580 and our Parishes for 
their support of the Knights of Columbus Vocations, Newman, & Pro-
Life Drive  

To the new Sir Knights Danny Higgins, Bob Schwarz Sr., Sam 
Schwarztrauber, and Rev Samual Bagyo
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Ladies 
Auxiliary News

Well, March is a rather “quiet” month 
for the Ladies Auxiliary, leaving us more 
time for prayer and reflection during 
this season of Lent, but there are also 
opportunities to help the Knights in their 
Friday Fish Fries. 

If you are available to do that, the 
Knights would be most grateful. At the 
very least come on out and enjoy the 
food and support them in this fundraising 
effort. 

If you would like to attend the an-
nual fundraiser dinner for the Relevant 
Pregnancy Options Center on March 
12th, please contact Carol Henrichs at 
654-1725. This is such a worthy cause 
and your help is needed. 

We continue to keep in our prayers 
all of our military and especially our 
own Craig and Julie Frydrych who are 
currently deployed and their family here 
at home. 

Bingo pie providers are as follows:
March 4th - Maureen Napper 
March 11th – Kaye Plocher 
March 18th – Paula Rehkemper 
March 25th – Phyllis Reidelberger 
April 1st – Joan Riffel
April 8th – Carla Roeper
April 15th – Judy Shannon
April 22nd – Joyce Tebbe
April 29th – Mary Thole
Good news! Spring is just around the 

corner. So put a little spring in your step 
and join us on March 3 at 7 pm for our 
next Auxiliary meeting at the KC Hall 
and mark your calendar for subsequent 
meetings on the 1st Tuesday of each 
month. 

See you then!

Memo From 
The Financial Secretary

It is time to pay your 2015 dues. 2nd 
Notice Statements will be mailed out 
January 28th. You can pay your dues at 
the hall any day from 8 am to noon or 
during our Wednesday Night Bingo.  You 
can also mail your dues to:

Martin Klostermann, F.S.
90 Meadowlark Lane 
Highland, IL. 62249-3001
Or
Knights of Columbus
PO Box 195,
Highland, IL 62249
Regular members are $30.00 per year, 

Fourth Degree dues are an additional 
$8.00, Honorary Members pay $10.00 
per year, and Honorary Life Members 
pay no dues.

Join A Team!

Council 1580 Hosting Annual Springfield Bowl for Charity
Highland Council 1580 is hosting the 

22nd Annual Springfield Bowl for Chari-
ty on Sunday April 12 at Hi-Top Bowl in 
Highland. Starting times for the event are 
11 am and 2:30 p.m. All proceeds will go 
to Springfield Diocese for the Education 

of Seminarians. 
The bowling tournament is a 5-per-

son men’s and women’s team event 
with a cost of $20 per person open to 
all Knights of Columbus and Auxiliary 
members. However, the Council will pay 

$10 per person for council members, so 
for $10 you can enjoy a wonderful day 
of bowling. The entry fee includes three 
games of bowling, beer and soda, and 
sandwiches for bowlers and spouses. 
Lane sponsor donations of $25 or more 

from businesses and individuals are also 
welcome. If you want to enter a team 
or just one bowler or make a donation 
please contact Kent Korte at (618) 654-
7795 for details and times available. 
Bowlers of all skill levels are welcome.


